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Moving Forward Together: LTRO 2026

Our Fall Festival was a beautiful reminder of what
makes the Pine Creek region so special —
neighbors, partners, and organizations coming
together with generosity and heart. We extend our
deepest gratitude to all who helped make this
event possible.

Thank you to our incredible participants and
partners:

¢ Pine Creek Conservation District for your
hands-on engagement and continued
commitment to local stewardship.

e Three Forks Bike for bringing energy,
connection, and outdoor spirit to the day.

¢ Washington State Department of Health for
supporting community wellness and sharing
valuable resources.

« Washington State Department of Commerce
for your presence and ongoing partnership in
regional recovery.

e Theresa Edwards Band for filling the festival
with music, joy, and a sense of celebration.

A special thank-you goes to Avista and Innovia
Foundation for your unwavering support of our
community. Your dedication continues to
strengthen our recovery efforts and helps create
opportunities for families across the Pine Creek
region.

Events like this are possible because of the
collective effort of so many. We are grateful for
every volunteer, every partner, and every neighbor
who showed up to celebrate the season with us.

Seeking New LTRO Board
Members

The Pine Creek Community
Long-Term Recovery
Organization is welcoming
applications for new board
members who are passionate
about community resilience and
long-term recovery. You do not
need to live in the immediate
Pine Creek area to serve — we
value diverse perspectives from
across the region and beyond. If
you care about strengthening
rural communities, supporting
families rebuilding their lives, and
guiding recovery efforts with
compassion and integrity, we'd
love to connect with you. Please
submit your willingness to serve
on the board at
pccritro@gmail.com
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Volunteer Spotlight:

Scott Carlon
This month, we proudly celebrate Scott Carlon,
our Pine Creek LTRO Board Vice-President and
a dedicated volunteer whose impact reaches
across the entire Pine Creek region and
beyond.
Scott has worked diligently to help preserve
the historic Pine Creek church site and its
damaged bell, ensuring that an important piece
of our community’s heritage is not forgotten.
He also volunteers on the Pine Creek Historical
Society board and generously shares his
musical talents by providing Sunday hymns in
Malden.
Whether stepping in on short notice to lead
meetings or serving as the charismatic MC for
our famous Halloween Trunk-or-Treat with that
deep, resonant voice everyone recognizes Scott
shows up with enthusiasm and heart. He is a
constant presence at local events, always ready
to help wherever he’s needed.
Thank you, Scott, for your dedication to the
Pine Creek community. You truly ROCK!

Community News

Spring Announcements

Malden’s Annual Easter event will be on the first
Saturday in April on the 4th.

Come get photos with the EASTER BUNNY and
share lunch with your neighbors!!

Hope to see you there!

John Wayne Trail Riders will be visiting us again in
June!

Thank you to all the organizations that have rented
Malden’s new Community Building and Training
Room for your events. Your support directly
strengthens our town'’s infrastructure and helps us
continue building a vibrant, resilient Pine Creek
region. We truly appreciate every group that
chooses to gather here.

If you're interested in hosting your next meeting,
celebration, or training, you can find rental details
here. https://maldenwaorg.wordpress.com/events/

Malden Community Park

Look for the new covered shelter in the park this
spring it will be located on the northwest side of the
park by the parking lot for the community building.

The LTRO would like to extend a sincere thank-you to
Scott McBeth of Three Forks Bike for his hard work
and dedication in helping launch Malden’s very first
pump track. This project simply would not be possible
without Scott’s commitment and expertise.

Three Forks Bike supports communities like Malden
by connecting kids with bicycles, providing repairs,
and ensuring access to safe, properly fitted helmets
so every child can experience the joy and freedom of
riding. Please consider supporting their work; their
impact reaches far beyond the trail.




Fall Festival fun
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What a great day with friends & family
at the Fall Festival in Malden

Support your LTRO- buy a custom designed cap! Contact us at pcerltro@gmail.com




2026 Mission Statement

Our Mission/Who We Are

The purpose of the PCCRLTRO is to ensure that the Pine Creek Community - its
individuals and collectivities - continues to build a thriving locality that supports
social, environmental and economic well-being.

The Pine Creek Community Restoration Long Term Recovery Organization
(PCCRLTRO) is a nonprofit volunteer organization serving the people of
Malden and Pine City to:

1.Coordinate long-term recovery from the September 2020 Babb Road fire
with the residents and leadership of the towns of Malden and Pine City;
2.Create a healthy, prosperous, and sustainable community through activities

that enhance civic engagement and vitality;
3.Pursue funding opportunities that support community and environmental
sustainability;

4.Enhance partnerships with residents, governmental entities, organizations
and other stakeholders to increase community resiliency;

5.Provide opportunities for residents to act locally for the benefit of shared
interests.




2025 Accomplishments

*Facilitate the ongoing weekly town of Malden Operations’ Team meeting to discuss and identify
solutions for recovery, restoration and resiliency challenges

e Facilitate the ongoing monthly meeting of representatives from local, county, state and federal
agencies engaged in the current and future recovery and restoration of the Pine Creek Community
*Facilitate a monthly community engagement meeting to share PCCRLTRO activities and solicit
resident input and participation

*Distribute a quarterly newsletter

*Maintain a website to provide resources, news and a pictorial history of events since the Babb
Road Fire

*Maintain an open Facebook page

*Host an annual Fall Festival to foster community pride and celebrate resiliency

* Collaborate with residents to host annual Easter Egg Hunts and Halloween Trunk or Treat
*Foster an ongoing partnership with the Malden Mayor and Town Council for collaboration and
coordinated mutually beneficial action

*Provided an opportunity for Malden Youth to assist residents with yard care needs

* Secure annual holiday pie donations for the Malden Food Bank

Parks and Greenspaces

*Take an active role in implementing the Malden Community Park Plan

*Serve on the Malden Park’s Committee

* Submitted grants to rebuild Malden Community Park’s basketball court

* Partner with 3 Forks Bikes to construct a pump track in Malden Community Park

*Partner with WA State Parks to support the reconstruction and maintenance of those segments of
the Palouse to Cascades Trail damaged in the Babb Road fire

*Partner with Pine Creek Conservation District to participate in shared projects

* Support Pine City initiatives for new and historic town markers

Looking Forward

The future provides great opportunities to continue to build a thriving Pine Creek Community
engages socially, economically and environmentally through the following long-term initiatives:
*Facilitate community-wide events designed to bring people together

* Continue to collaborate with leadership of Malden and Pine City to support civic initiatives

* Offer activities that utilize Malden’s community kitchen

* Coordinate outdoor activities that utilize the Palouse to Cascades Trail, Malden Community Park,
and adjacent woodlands and ecosystems

* Advocate for and support local formal and informal businesses and start ups

* Continue to seek funding for community identified initiatives




Malden and Pine City are the VanDyke family’s heritage home. The cultivated ficlds of this sprawling fertile
land have been the livelihood and cherished home of generations of this family. Traveling with his family from
Wisconsin, John Wesley VanDyke scttled on the Pine City bluffs above Pine Creck where the progressive
railroad was bringing life to the West. Lifc was hard, but it was also very good. His son Paul started to farm in
the arca and the original place with his 16-year-old bride, Marie, and their eventual family of three boys. The
trains chugged their way through the beautiful landscape spewing their embers across the countryside,
burning their home to the ground-—twice. But then as life experiences force change, the family moved five
miles to the booming railroad town of Malden, the biggest railroad depot in the arca. There they settled on a
magnificent ranch where the next five generations of VanDyke’s would raise their families to this day. Uncles,
aunts, and cousins all still dwell either on the ranch or in the town. There was no better place to live. For the
last 17 years, His Song, a group of 11 Eastern Washington men that all love God and worship in song, were
invited through Ron VanDyke and the Pine City Historical Socicty to usher in the Christmas scason at the
restored Pine City Stone Church on the first Sunday of December. What a perfect way to get into the spirit of
the season. The community came together to celebrate in song. In the early years, the group made the
journey to the church even through snowstorms, thoughthere was noclectricity or heat.The following
yearsmore restoration andcreature comforts were added, but it was the worship and time of celebration of
Christmas that everyone looked forward to.

The Pine City Stone Church was destroyed in the 2020 Babb Road fire, as were 91 homes including a
3rd generation Van Dyke home, reducing it to only the standing chimney. All memorabilia gone.

Each ‘trial’ is sent to us to teach us something, and altogether they have a lesson which is beyond the

power of any to teach alone. The lesson perhaps is to focus on what we do have and be thankful. It
certainly gives you a fresh new perspective.

Excerpted from a narrative by April VanDyke (shared with Innovia Foundation).
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